e

Message 4 L A&564 14.05.93 1937 ' } -
ZCZC LAD/b566 . _ _ , . .
PP LLTFM HHTPM - , A ,

FROM SHELL LAGOS MD

URGENT TG BIPC LONDON WA (WA/4) o
URBENT COPY TG SIPM THE HAGUE EF (EPQ EPU!E\ . (jﬁr*t
'REF 14.5.93

uaau CODED -  MOST CONFIDENTIAL . S =

SECURITY/CDMMUNITY DISTURBANCES

EGHMUNITY DIETUREANHQES HAVE BEEN COMMONPLACE TN OUR DPERATIONS FOR
MANY YEARS BUT EVENTS OF THE LAST WEEKS IN THE WESTERM DIVISION AND
THE ONGOING DIFFICULTIES IN THE OGONI AREA, GOUPLED WITH THE BROWTH
OF VIDLENT CRIME IN THE NIGER DELTA AREA, GIVE CAUBE FOR SERIDUS
CONCERN. “YOU ARE AWARE. THAT WE HAD BEEN ANTICIPATING-THIS AND HENCE
OUR EFFORTS T UPBRADE DUR CONTINGENGY PLANS, PUBLIC AFFAIRS, PA
EFFORT AND SECURITY COVER.

WE HAVE A STATUTORY DUTY TO REPORT ALL BIGNIFICANT, DISTURBANCES TD
THE MIMISTRY, DPR, NNPC, POLICE AND OTHER AUTHORITIES, BOTH AT THE
NATIONAL AND LOCAL LEVEL. OBVIOUSLY, THE COMTAGT IS HQRE INTENSE 1IN
THE BIVISIONS BUT IT IS ALSO ESSENTIAL TO MOBILISE SUPPORT AT. TOP
GOVERNMENT LEVELS, WE HAVE NATURALLY BEEN INM CLOBE TQUCH WITH THE
SECRETARY FUOR PETROLEUM WHO BRIEFS HIS COLLEAGUES. IN ADDITION,
ACHERE HAS BEEM LTATSING WITH THE POLICE AND STATE BECURITY SERVICES
IN ABLTA.

WATTS AND ACHEBE TOOK THE GPPORTUMYITY TO VISIT ABUJA TODAY AND THE

" FOLLOWING SUMMARISES THE GIST OF THE DISCUBSIONS.

v CHIEF SHGNEVAN ~ CHAIRMAN OF TRANEITIONAL EDUNCIL
THE DISCUSBTQN LABTED SQME 75 HINUTES WITH ABGUT 20 MINUTEB ON
HLNG -WHICH 15 REPORTED IN A SEPARATE TELEX. THE SEASI0OM STARTED
- WITH PLEASANTRIES ABOUT DEEP WATER WHICH HE REBGARDS A5 A
SIGNIFICAMT ACHIEVEMENT FOR THE TRANEITIONAL CAUNCIL.

TASH CALLS

WE THEN TURNED TO CASH CALLS ABDUT WHICH HE I5 OBVIDUSLY VERY
CONCERNED. HE HAD SEEN THE MD‘S LETTER TO ASIODU AND DISCUSSBED
IT WITH THE PRESIDENT..., A8 FURTHER EVIDENCE OF BAD MANAGEMENT
IMN NMPC, SHONEWAM AND ABIGDU HAD ALREADY BEEN TALKING WITH
THE PRESIDENT ABOUT A “/PURBE’‘ OF MNNPC AND - SWALLGWING DUR
FRIDE’“ AND INVITING FOREIGN COMPANIES TO TAKE A STAKE IN THE
REFINERIES. HE COMPLAINED AROUT THE MISHAMDLING BY NNPC OF
THE OIL SUBSIDY REMOVAL AND THEIR VESTED INTERESTS IN THE
CURRENT SITUATION AS WELL AS THE “/SABOTAGING ¢ OF REFINERIES.
HE INDICATED THAT THE PURGE IS IMMINENT. ON AN IMMEDIATE NOTE
HE WAS ANTICIPATING A STORMY COUNCIL MEETING TODAY WITH
NORTHERN MEMBER CALLING FOR HEADS TD ROLL OVER THE FUEL
SHORTAGE.
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THE GOVERNMENT IS CLEARLY CGNCERNED ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE
NIGER DELTA, FPARTICULARLY THE ACTIVITIES IN. THE OGOMI AREA. THERE
IS AN ONGOING CONCERTED CAMPAIGH TO SPLIT OFF THE MORE RADICAL
LEADERS AND YOUTH FROM THE MORE MODERATE TRARITIONAL ELDERS

IN THAT AREA. SHONEKAN HAD MET ADA GEORGE AND HORSFALL-TO

REVIEW THE SITUATION. HE HAS FLOWWN DVER THE AREA AND WAS .
AFPALLED AT THE LACK DF INFRASTRUGTURE AND FACILITIEE AND IS MOW
STRESSING THE NEED FOR ACTUAL PROJECTS ON THE GROUND ORGANISED

BY OMPADEC. HE DWELT ON THE THRUST OF HIS ARGUMENT WITH THE
PRESIDEMT TD TACKLE THE RODT CAUSES OF DISAFFEGTION, T.E. THE LACK
OF FEDERAL FRESENCE IM-THE MIGER DELTA. IN ADITION, HE . -
ALLUDED FO THE MNEED FOR THE TRADITIONAL RULERS IN THE NIGER

DELTA TO HAVE ““ALLOCATIONGZ < {IN THE SAME MANNER AS QTHERS

IN THE COUNTRY E.G, THE DONI OF IFE AND SULTAN OF BOKOTD ARE

CRUDE TRADERS}. ...HE WAS AFPARENTLY NOT AWARE OF THE
DIFFICULTIES IN THE WESTERN DIVISIONS WHEM HE WAS BRIEFED

ON THE LATEBT DEVELQPMENTS. WE INFORMED HIM ABOUT OUR

EFFORTS TO WORK WITH THE FOLICE, PROVIDING LOGISTIC BUPPORT

FOR THEIR PROTEETIOGN OF KEY LOCATIONS, HE ACKNOWLENGED THE

LACK OF ERUIPMENT AND LACK BF MORALE IN THE POLICE. HE

BUPPORTED THIE APPROACH, MENTIONING THAT THE DIPLOMATID

COMMUNITY HAS MADE STRONG REPRESENTATIONS TO HIM AND OTHER
AUTHORITIES WHICH GHOULD REBULT IN AN ARMED TABK FORCE IN

LARAS, FUNDED BY THE EMRASSIES.

2, INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF POLICE - ALHAJI ATTAH
WE HMET ALHAJI ATTAH FOR 20 HMIKNUTES AND EXPLAINED OUR DONCERNS
QVER COMMUMITY UNREST AND THE SECURITY SITUATION IN BOTH
WESTERN AND EASTERMN RIVIBIONS. THE OPFPORTUNITY WAS TAKEN TO
STRESE THE NEED FOR EXTRA POLICE PRESENCE IN STRATEGIC
LOCATIONS AND OFFER LOGISTIC SUFPORT (SINCE THEY ARE IMCAPABLE
TO DOING IT THEMSELVES). THE IG RESPONDED- FAVOURAELY BUT .
STRESBED THAT THIS IB A TEMPORARY SOLUTION AND REGUESTED THAT
WE MAKE DUR CONCERNS KNOWH T0O SHONEKAN AND ASIODU. WE WERE ABLE
TO BRIEF HIM ON QUR DISCUSSIONS WITH THEM.

WE ARE COMCERNED THAT THIE IS NOT JUST A BHELL DRIVEN EXERCISE
AND, TOQ CUT A LONS STORY SHORT, THE UPSHOT WAS AGREEMENT THAT
HE WILL SIGHAL HIS ZOME COHMMANDERE (ASBT. IG-85 IN BENIN AND
SALABAR WHO COVER THE WHOLE NIGER DELTAY TO ATTEMD & MEETING
WITH ALL THE QIL COMPAMY MD‘S OM 49%/5/93 IN PORT HARCDURT
{WHERE THEY HAD ALREADY ARRAMNGED TO COLLECTIVELY MEET CHIEF
HORSFALL 0OF OMPADELR) .

IN SHORT THE IG& WAS WELL BRIEFED, KNEW WHAT WE WERE COMING FOR
AND HAD ALREADY DECIDED OGN HIS REHFONSE.
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ANOTHER 20 HINUTES SESSIDN T EYPRESE OUR VERY BERIQUS CQNGERN
BRIEF HIH ON RECENT EVENTE AND REITERATE OUR REQUESTS FOR
SUPPORT FROM THE POLICE AND ARMY. HE WAS OBVIQUSLY VERY WELL
INFORMED AND REASSURED U8 THAT THE PREBIDENT IS INVOLVED IN
THE RESPONSE TO THE SITUATION. THEY-HAVE INSTRUDTED AND
POLICE REINFORGEMENTS HAVE BEEN ORDERED TO MAN BTRATESIC
FOINTE IN THE NISER DELTA AND THAT TRODPS WOULD BE SENT IN
IF NECESSARY. HE BROUGHT UP THE OBONI ISBUE SAYING THAT  THE
SITUATION WOULD BE UNDER CONTROL VERY BHORTLY. (THIS IS THE
SURJECT OF ANOTHER TELEX). HE STRESSED THE ROLE OF OMPADEC
AND WE STRONGLY URGED BETTING SOME PROJECTS ACTUALLY OH THE

" GROUND IN THE MOST DIFFICULT AREAS.

IN SUMMARY, THE AUTHORITIES APPEAR TO BE TAKING THE SITUATION VERY
SERIOUSLY BUT WE WILL HAYE TQ ENGCOURABE THE FOLLOW THROUGH TNTLO REAL
ACTION, PREFERABLY ON AN INDUSTRY RATHER THAM SHELL -ONLY BASIS.
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